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1. AMBASSADOR MET WITH MINSTATE RAWIRI MARCH 21 DAY AFTER 
LATTER’S RETURN FROM IRAN (WHERE HE HAD MET WITH SHAH TO 
DISCUSS BONGO VISIT) AND RAISED WITH HIM QUESTION OF MINERAL 
PORT. RAWIRI SAID BONGO FAVORED GIVING MINERAL PORT DESIGN 
AND CONSTRUCTION TO AMERICAN FIRMS WORKING WITH GAVARY 
(SETIMEG). SOROS AND DRAVO MENTIONED AS POSSIBILITIES. 

RAWIRI SAID ONE FORMULA MIGHT BE TO GIVE DESIGN TO SOROS 
AND HAVE GAVARY FIND FRENCH CONSTRUCTION FIRM TO WORK WITH 
DRAVO. AMBASSADOR ARGUED STRONGLY IN FAVOR USING ONLY 
DRAVO FOR CONSTRUCTION, POINTING OUT DIFFICULTY GETTING 
FRENCH AND U.S. FIRMS WORKING TOGETHER WITH DIFFERENT 
SPECIFICATIONS. RAWIRI ACCEPTED THIS ARGUMENT AND SAID HE 
WOULD SUGGEST THIS FORMULA TO PRESIDENT BONGO WHO 
RETURNING TO LIBREVILLE THAT EVENING. AMBASSADOR ASKED 
RAWIRI TO TRY TO SET UP APPOINTMENT WITH BONGO BEFORE 
AMBASSADOR'S DEPARTURE MARCH 23. 

2. AMBASSADOR MET WITH BONGO AND RAWIRI AFTERNOON 
MARCH 22. BONGO CONFIRMED THAT HE AGREEABLE TO GIVE 
ENGINEERING DESIGN TO U.S. FIRM SUCH AS SOROS AND TO 
INCLUDE U.S. CONSTRUCTION FIRM (SUCH AS DRAVO) ALONG WITH 
SETIMEG FOR CONSTRUCTION WORK. AMBASSADOR THANKED HIM 
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SUGGESTED SOROS REP COME TO GABON. 

3. DURING SEPARATE CONVERSATION WITH ITALIAN AMBASSADOR 
EARLIER IN DAY, LATTER MENTIONED THAT ITALIAN ENGINEERING 
FIRM COMING TO LIBREVILLE IN NEXT FEW DAYS TO DISCUSS 
CONTRACT FOR SANTA CLARA MINERAL PORT. 

4. COMMENT: PERFECTLY CLEAR THAT. WHILE BONGO CURRENTLY 
FAVORING GIVING BUSINESS TO U.S., ONLY SURE WAY SOROS OR 
DRAVO WILL FIRM UP BUSINESS IS TO WORK WITH GAVARY WHO 
HAS INSIDE TRACK WITH PRESIDENT. UNLESS GAVARY CONTACTS 
U.S. FIRMS, BELIEVE THEY WOULD BE WELL ADVISED TO CONTACT 
HIM (SETIMEG OFFICE PHONE IN PARIS 637-0995) AND SOROS 
SHOULD SEND SOMEONE TO LIBREVILLE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
(PROVIDED BONGO AND RAWIRI HERE). UNFORTUNATELY, BONGO 
AND RAWIRI LEAVING FOR KUWAIT MARCH 28 AND MAY GO ON TO 
YUGOSLAVIA BEFORE RETURNING HERE. UNLESS SOROS CAN 
SEND SOMEONE PRIOR TO MARCH 28 (WHICH PROBABLY UNLIKELY) 
THEY SHOULD PLAN TO COME HERE AS SOON AS BONGO RETURNS. 
EMBASSY WILL ADVISE DATES AS SOON AS KNOWN. 
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